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      This time last year the Council was 
considering the “Motor Vehicle Theft 
Prevention Act of 2008.”  It established 
a 9-member Motor Vehicle Theft Pre-
vention Commission with an annual 
budget of about $1 million to focus ex-
clusively on reducing motor vehicle 
theft.  Even though the bill became 
effective almost nine months ago, 
Mayor Fenty has yet to make a single 
appointment to carry out this law. 

     In late December 2006, then-
Councilmember Adrian Fenty voted 
with a unanimous Council to adopt 
the “Homeland Security, Risk Reduc-
tion, and Preparedness Amendment 
Act of 2006" establishing a Homeland 
Security Commission.  To be com-
prised of seven individuals with 
knowledge and experience in areas 
such as security, risk assessment, and 
terrorism, the Commission is to ensure 
that both the government and private 
sector have the best plans in place in 
the event of terrorism or other major 
emergency.  Two years have passed, 
and Mayor Fenty has yet to make a 
single appointment to carry out this 
law either. 

     Currently, the terms of four of the 
five members of the Police Com-
plaints Board have expired.  This 
Board oversees the Office of Police 
Complaints, which investigates and 
seeks to resolve complaints of police 
misconduct.  The availability of inde-
pendent, fair, and timely investigations 
is critical to maintaining public confi-
dence in law enforcement. 

     When Congress closed the District 
government’s prison at Lorton, VA, it 
simultaneously created the Correc-
tions Information Council.  The 
CIC’s mission is to represent the Dis-

trict’s interest in the well being of its 
prisoners who are now housed in the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons system. The 
treatment of, and availability of pro-
grams for, prisoners has a direct corre-
lation on their recidivism rate.  Yet we 
have no watchdog, because every seat 
on the three-member CIC has re-
mained vacant since 2006. 

     There’s more.  The term of a May-
oral appointee to the Sentencing and 
Criminal Code Revision Commission 
expired in 2007, and no reappointment 
or replacement has been submitted.  A 
Mayoral appointee to the Commission 
on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure 
(which handles complaints against 
judges) moved to Seattle in 2005 but 
continues to serve awaiting appoint-
ment of a successor.  And there contin-
ues to be one vacancy on the Armory 
Board. 

     The several Fatality Review Com-
mittees – tasked with making recom-
mendations for what the government 
can do to reduce fatalities – contain 
numerous vacancies.  The work of the 
Child Fatality Review Committee, for 
instance, came into prominence one 
year ago in light of the Benita Jacks 
case because it had made numerous 
recommendations that might have pre-
vented the deaths of Ms. Jacks’ four 
children. 

     The facts speak for themselves.  
Over the years the Council, Mayor, or 
Congress have established these vari-
ous boards and commissions to focus 
on specific problems and ensure better 
public safety.  On board after board 
there are vacancies, some to the point 
of dysfunction.  Public safety demands 
that these seats be filled and with 
qualified appointments. 

Public Safety Committees Go Unfilled Constituent 
Services Corner  
    A Southeast man 
contacted Council-
member Mendelson’s 
office frustrated be-
cause his application 
for a business license 
was stalled at the De-
partment of Consumer 
and Regulatory Affairs 
(DCRA).  Front line 
personnel were not 
sure the application 
could be processed due 
to a 6-year-old misde-
meanor on the appli-
cant’s criminal record. 
     Our office quickly 
contacted DCRA and 
insisted that the 
agency’s General Coun-
cil intervene and review 
the application and de-
termine whether the 
misdemeanor convic-
tion disqualified the 
applicant from listing 
himself as owner and 
salesperson on his busi-
ness license.  DCRA’s 
investigation concluded 
that the applicant 
could indeed be listed 
as owner and his appli-
cation was processed 
immediately. 
     When dealing with 
the District’s bureauc-
racy leaves you feeling 
like the government is 
closed for business, call 
Councilmember Men-
delson’s office.  We’ll 
hold the open the door 
for you.  



           

Upcoming Hearings of the Judiciary Committee 
 

February 25th, March 4th, and March 9th: 
Performance Oversight Hearings on All Agencies Under the Com-
mittee's Purview (Details on the order of proceedings to can be found by visit-
ing www.dccouncil.us/mendelson/news.htm) 

Wednesday, March 18th at 10:00 am, Room 412 
Public Hearing on: Bills 18-138, the “Omnibus Anti-Crime Amend-
ment Act of 2009”, 18-151, the “Public Safety and Justice Amend-
ments Act of 2009”,  and 18-152, the “Hot Spot No Loitering Act of 
2009” 

Call (202)724-7808 for more information. 
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PEPCO Bill Higher Than Normal? 
     Are your PEPCO bills abnormally 
high?  The District’s Office of the People’s 
Council (OPC) recently has heard from a 
number of consumers through its con-
sumer complaint operations and from 
communication with PEPCO customers, 
but now we need to hear from other resi-
dents in the District to find out if extraor-
dinarily high PEPCO energy bills is a 
city-wide problem. 

     It is true that the Washington Metro-
politan area has experienced unusually 
cold weather this year, and for at least the 
past five (5) years, the electric generation 
rate has increased approximately  85%.  
In addition, the PEPCO distribution rate 
increased in 2007.   

     However, OPC states that they are 
somewhat surprised to hear District resi-
dents reports of high PEPCO energy bills 
during the heating season, given that 75% 
of District residents heat their homes 
with natural gas provided by Washing-
ton Natural Gas Company. 

     OPC needs to hear whether you have 
experienced unexplainable high PEPCO 
bills over the past few months.  If yes, 
please let the Office of the People's Coun-
sel know via email at ccceo@opc-dc.gov 
or by telephone at (202) 727-3071, and 
provide your name, address, and tele-
phone number.  OPC may then contact 
you to obtain your consent to review your 
PEPCO bills as part of their investigation 
of these complaints of high PEPCO bills. 

Utilities: Another Disturbing Appointment 
 

     There are two disturbing aspects to Mayor Fenty’s nomi-
nation of Lori Lee to join the Public Service Commission 
(PSC).  First, the opposition to the nomination is unusually 
widespread and speaks to Ms. Lee’s inadequacies.  Second, 
Ms. Lee’s lack of experience and qualification suggest that 
Mayor Fenty undervalues the importance of the PSC.  

     To the average person, the work of the PSC may appear 
mundane, but its work affects every citizen.  The PSC is re-
sponsible for utility regulation.  In order for the PSC to oper-
ate effectively, its members must understand the economics 
of energy supply and demand,  rate structures, environmental 
requirements, etc.  The work of the PSC is complex and is 
not conducive to learning on the fly. 

     Mayor Fenty first nominated Lori Lee to the PSC last 
June.  Quietly, then-Committee Chair Mary Cheh urged the 
Mayor to reconsider.  He did not.  As an accommodation to 
the Mayor, Ms. Cheh held a hearing on the nomination last 
fall.  By most accounts, the nominee failed.  In an unusually 
critical editorial, the Washington Post wrote: “...as became em-
barrassingly apparent at her confirmation hearing, Ms. Lee 
has no professional experience or academic background in 
utility regulation or related fields.  She has never managed a 
staff.  She said she’s never been to a meeting of the PSC.” 

     Instead of withdrawing the nomination, the Mayor rein-
troduced it, and indicated a preference that she become chair 
of the PSC. 

     The DC Examiner editorialized: “Fenty apparently views 
the PSC chairmanship as a political plum to give to a family 
friend.”  Regardless of whether this is accurate, the fact re-
mains that the Mayor undervalues the PSC’s importance. 

     Some people defend the Mayor’s right to put “his own peo-
ple” in place.  I don’t dispute that.  But when the Mayor over-
looks the many talented residents who could make a sub-
stantive contribution to the work of a Board or Commission 
in favor of inexperienced loyalists, one has to ask whose in-
terests are really being served. 

http://www.dccouncil.us/mendelson/news.htm�
http://www.dccouncil.us/mendelson�
mailto:ccceo@opc-dc.gov�

	February 24, 2009

	Councilmember

	 Phil Mendelson
(At-Large)

	Councilmember Phil Mendelson's 
At-Large Update



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



