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Working with the DC Department of Legislative Corner

* Councilmember Bowser’s legislation intro- % Councilmember Bowser introduced legisla- We are here to help make sure govern-

Transportation (DDOT)

* In March, Councilmember Bowser hosted

another Ward 4 ANC and Civic Association
Presidents’ meeting. This meeting focused on
DDOQOT issues and the Spring/Summer con-
struction season—streets, trees, sidewalks,
alleys and traffic calming. We identified a lot
of issues and encouraged ANC Commissions
to submit resolutions to DDOT to prioritize
projects.“| think it is really important that our
ANC Commissioners and civic association
leaders play an active part in helping to guide
the work of government. | value their com-
mitment to our neighborhoods,” Coun-
cilmember Bowser said during the meeting.

% Councilmember Bowser meets monthly

attention. This information will help us
work with DDOT to better maintain and
improve the infrastructure in Ward 4.

% We hear about the need for traffic calming

all over Ward 4. We are working towards a
more comprehensive approach to traffic
calming because as an unintended conse-
quence of placing traffic calming measures
on one street, the traffic migrates to blocks
close by where no traffic calming measures
exist. DDOT is continuing to evaluate traf-
fic calming upgrades and we look forward
to working closely with neighborhood
block captains and ANC Commissioners to
develop neighborhood solutions.

with the Director of DDOT and is very

duced on March 4, to make permanent
the Ward 4 moratorium on the sale of
individual containers of beer; malt liquor or
ale, passed on June 3 and will become law.

% Councilmember Bowser introduced legisla-

tion in June to expand the boundaries of
the Neighborhood Investment Fund
(NIF) targeted area in the Brightwood and
Upper Georgia Avenue neighborhoods. This
legislation will enable a larger cross-section
of community organizations to be eligible to
apply for matching grant funds to assist in
strengthening their community. The NIF
Grants are intended to improve the quality
of life of each neighborhood through civic
action and resident involvement.

% Councilmember Bowser introduced legis-

tion called the Health Care Non-licensed
Personnel Criminal Background Check
Amendment Act of 2008 to require that
non-licensed health care personnel, such as
nurses aides, orderlies, assistant technicians
and home health aides, register with the City
and that non-licensed health care workers
working outside of a health care facility
undergo criminal background checks.

% Councilmember Bowser introduced the

Juvenile Auto Theft Prevention Act of
2008, which will require progressive disci-
pline against juveniles who commit acts of
motor vehicle theft.

% Councilmember Bowser supported the

Nuisance Properties Abatement
Reform and Real Property Classifica-

ment is working for you.We need your help
to keep Ward 4 looking its best.

This summer please remember to keep
your lawn trim and free of debris. Grass and
weeds that are more than 10 inches tall
could lead to fines. During growing season, all
property owners are required to maintain
their premises in a healthy and sanitary man-
ner free of trash and excessive growth.

Abandoned or dangerous vehicles parked
on private property can harbor rats and
other pests. Please help report these vehi-
cles to the Mayor’s Call Center at 3| |. DPW
will contact the owners and post a warning
notice on the vehicle stating that the owner
must remove it within the next 45 days or
DPW will remove and tow it to the storage
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It is my honor to be your Ward 4 Coun-
cilmember and to implement our vision for
Ward 4 - the vision that we created together
and that we keep making better. You expect
your government to work smarter and more
efficiently and especially to be responsive to
your concerns. | do too!

You have great expectations for your fam-
ily, your block, your neighborhood and this
Spring report is my way of making sure you
know | do too!

June 2008

* Together we are looking for solutions to

increase our public safety and make our
streets safer;

* Together we made sure Ward 4 priori

ties were included in the 2009 budget
and approved by the DC Council; and

* Together we look forward to watching

the transformation of our school build-
ings and enhanced curriculum and
staffing in our schools, so that our stu-
dents will return in the Fall with even

more opportunities for learning.
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Focusing on Our Senior Residents

One of the roles of good government is to
protect those most vulnerable among us, like
our senior citizens. Ward 4 has the highest
percentage of seniors in any ward in the Dis-
trict of Columbia with 21%. Our seniors are
very independent but many are in need of
some in-home services such as minor home
repairs, financial planning, home health serv-
ices, transportation, recreation and socializa-
tion to help maintain their independence.

In response to this growing need, Coun-
cilmember Bowser gathered all of these
services in one place on April 24th at the
Ward 4 Aging in Place Symposium. More
than 30 experts in the aging in place field
provided information to more than 200
Ward 4 residents at the Hattie Holmes Sen-
ior Wellness Center at 324 Kennedy Street,
NW. We gathered leaders from across the
aging in place field—home modification
experts, geriatric care managers, financial
planners, home health care workers, to
name a few so our Ward 4 senior citizens
could access all the information they need
to age gracefully in their own home. “My
goal as the Ward 4 Councilmember is to
help make aging in place a safe and comfort-
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Ruth Simms celebrated her 10Ist birthday in
January 2008. Doesn'’t she look great?
able experience for our seniors. This
includes making sure there is a sufficient
amount of affordable housing and access to
quality health care throughout the Ward and
the City,” said Councilmember Bowser.
“Last Fall, | supported the Chevy Chase
neighbors to preserve the former Shoe-
maker Home on Military Road for senior
housing,” she added.The Methodist Home
plans to open the facility in August 2009.
Councilmember Bowser delivered her State
of Ward 4 Seniors address at the Symposium
on April 24.The complete address is available
on our website at: www.murielbowser.com.

to Quality Housing

On Friday, May 23, Councilmember
Muriel Bowser and Mayor Fenty announced
the acquisition of 6425 [4th Street, NW
better known as The Tewkesbury, for afford-
able housing through a joint effort with the
Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD). 6425 14th Street is
a 26-unit apartment building in “shell” con-
dition which has sat vacant since the 1980s
in the middle of the stable Brightwood
community. Over time, the property has
become an eyesore in an otherwise quiet
neighborhood. “l would like to thank the
community groups, especially the Bright-
wood Community Association and the
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4A,
who have worked diligently to bring this
blighted property to our attention.| made a
promise to the community and the acquisi-

6425 |4th Street, NW Moving from Blight

tion of this property is the first vital step to
fulfill that promise. It is my hope that this
disposition will provide for housing focused
on our senior residents of Ward 4. A
developer will be selected by July 2008 to
begin the restoration of the property and
return it to use for quality housing.

Again my thanks to the Brightwood
neighbors and congratulate them for their
persistence and patience!

Councilmember Muriel Bowser greets Mayor Adrian Fenty with Councilmember Kwame Brown at the
Topping Out ceremony for Park Place at 3700 Georgia Avenue in Petworth.

Delivering More Resources for Ward 4

My colleagues on the DC Council and |
have approved the Fiscal Year 2009 Budget
which includes $5.7 billion in proposed local
funds and $8.7 billion in total funds, in one of
the most fiscally conservative budgets DC
Council has passed in recent years.

Here are some highlights | demanded for
Ward 4 in the FY2009 budget:

Safety First

% Pedestrian Safety: More than $800,000 was
approved for the installation of imbedded
crosswalk lighting in Ward 4. Additional
funding will support a study of lighting
improvements needed around the Metro
Stations at Takoma, Petworth and Fort Tot-
ten. I've heard from a number of residents
concerned about the safety in and around
our Metro stations. These funds will go
directly to study lighting that improves safety.

% In response to residents’ concerns that
people arrested for crimes are quickly
returned to the street before adjudication,
| secured funding for the Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council to conduct a study
of arrests and sentencing for violent
crimes, including juvenile offenders.

% Police, human services, recreation and
employment opportunities: To keep our

streets safer; | made sure to include money
for additional crime cameras and other inno-
vative crime fighting tools along with human
services, recreation and employment oppor-
tunities for our young people.

Economic Development

% Commercial property tax relief: My col-
leagues and | on the DC Council know
that small businesses provide the majority
of retail and support services throughout
the District of Columbia. In response to
small business’ concerns about the rising
property assessments and waning rev-
enues, we voted to reduce the current tax
rate on the first $3 million of assessed
value from $1.85 to $1.65 per $100 of
assessed value.

Schools and Youth Enrichment

% $9.5 million was approved to establish a
voluntary pre-kindergarten program
throughout DC Public Schools to ensure
that 3 and 4-year olds who reside in the
District have an opportunity to participate
in high quality pre-kindergarten.

% The Council fully-funded the school mod-
ernization plans for an additional $18 mil-
lion. The budget also includes adding

music, art and physical education instruc-
tors at all public schools.

% Youth Jobs Fund will be established to
ensure that all District of Columbia young
people who want enriching summer jobs
will have the opportunity to be employed.

% More than $2 million was designated for
capital improvements to VWard 4 recreation
centers to begin to rebuild Raymond Recre-
ation Center and to renovate Fort Stevens,
Upshur and Hamilton Parks.

Infrastructure

* | fought long and hard to reopen Klingle
Road, a cross-park connector road.
Unfortunately, the majority of DC Council
members did not agree. The recom-
mended $2 million to begin to repair Klin-
gle Road and reopen this road for motor
vehicle traffic was not approved. Instead
the $2 million designated in the Mayor’s
budget will be used to fund much needed
alley repairs.

Keeping Ward 4 Clean, Green and

Moving Forward

Ward 4 has great neighborhoods that
really come to life in the Spring with commu-
nity clean ups to remove debris from the
winter months, plant new trees and keep our
streets and alleys looking their best. | am
working hard every day to ensure that we
continue to get the services we need to
maintain, improve and make our neighbor-
hoods even better. Residents are also work-
ing hard to do their part to help keep our
streets, alleys and public spaces looking their
best! Spring time is a great time to get
involved. Here are some of the ways we've
been helping to keep Ward 4 clean, protect
the environment and improve your ability to
get around Ward 4.

Getting Rid of Graffiti

Councilmember Muriel Bowser along
with the Mayor’s Clean City Coordinator,
the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations
and Services, and the Department of Public
Works are organizing graffiti clean up events
along the major commercial corridors of
Ward 4 twice a month this Spring and Sum-
mer. If you notice graffiti in your neighbor-
hood, please call 311 and also notify Lisa
Adams, my Constituent Services Coordina-
tor at 202-724-8052, ladams@dccouncil.us.
The City is committed to cleaning up this
graffiti within 48 hours of notification.

The DC Department of Public VWorks also
has a FREE graffiti removal voucher program
for District residents and business owners
whose property has been defaced by graffiti.
Residents may call the Mayor’s Citywide Call
Center at 311 to obtain a voucher to be

redeemed at McCormick Paints located at
I5th and P Streets, NW and Duron Paints
located at 14th and Clifton Streets, NWV.

Councilmember Muriel Bowser greets the
DPW graffiti team.

PilotVisitor Parking Permit
Program (VPP)

At the end of last year, the D.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation (DDOT) introduced
a one-year pilot project to test a new Visitor
Permit Parking (VPP) program for house-
holds on Residential Parking Program (RPP)
streets in Ward 4. Councilmember Bowser
heard from residents that their guests and
service providers had difficulty parking on
streets during the day with the RPP. The VPP

program responds to these concerns.

DDOT mailed visitor parking permits to the
households of Ward 4 RPP permit holders
for use by guests or service providers dur-
ing RPP hours. Only one permit per house-
hold was issued. This permit allows for
parking within the permit-holder's neighbor-
hood (using ANC boundaries rather than
the entire ward), and, unlike the previous

visitor parking pass obtained
at the police stations, will not
be tied to any particular vehi-
cle or guest. Councilmember
Bowser has received good
feedback on this program and
it is now being replicated in
other wards in the city. Please
continue to let us know your
thoughts and suggestions for
improvement.

16th Street Express
Bus Coming Soon!

With soaring gasoline prices,
improving public transportation is critical to
saving money, the environment and reducing
congestion. Metro currently has five express
bus routes, called Metro Extra buses, one of
which runs along Georgia Avenue all the way
down through Chinatown to Pennsylvania
Avenue. Metro is expanding rapid bus serv-
ice throughout the region, and will include
Metro Extra bus service along |6th Street in
the coming months. Councilmember Bowser
encourages increasing public transit capacity,
as well as biking and walking, because these
improvements are less expensive and will
have a big impact on congestion.

Share the Road — Bike to Work Day

Over the last several years, DC has
worked hard to become a more bicycle-
friendly city. The District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) continues to build
trails, add bike lanes and bike racks, and teach
bicycle safety in the schools. This Spring,
DDOT will launch SmartBikeDC, an auto-
mated bike rental system that is the first of
its kind in North America.

On Friday, May |6th, Councilmember
Bowser led a convoy of bicyclists through
the Ward as part of Bike to Work Day to
encourage more people to consider alter-
nate modes of transportation to and from
work. “Bike to Work Day is a wonderful
opportunity to thank our region’s bicyclists
for the smart transportation choices they
make every day. Alternatives to drive-alone
commuting, like biking and walking, reduce
traffic, protect our environment, and improve
the overall health of our residents,” said
Councilmember Bowser.

Friends of 16th Street Heights Parks hard at work at Upshur
Recreation Center.

Blagden Avenue sidewalk into
Rock Creek Park

For many years, residents have wanted a
sidewalk along Blagden Avenue that con-
nects with Rock Creek Park for recreation.
We are working closely with the DC
Department of Transportation and the
National Park Service on final revisions to
comments to the environmental assessment
to comply with National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA). We expect the NEPA
process to be completed very soon. After
National Park Service approval, the project
will be scheduled for final design and con-
struction. We will update the community as
progress continues.

Working with Our
Partners

Councilmember Bowser recently met
with Councilmember Valerie Ervin from
Montgomery County about traffic calm-
ing measures needed for the Ward 4 and
Montgomery County borders. One of
the items they discussed was improve-
ments needed at the |6th Street traffic
circle. DDOT has met with the Maryland
State Highway Administration (SHA) and
have evaluated the traffic data for the cir-
cle. Together they are working on both
short-term and long-term alternatives
that would maintain the circular configu-
ration but better direct traffic. Coun-
cilmember Bowser will host a meeting
with Councilmember Ervin to update the
community on these cross-border issues.




